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Veterinary Feed Directive Will Impact Whole Livestock Industry,
But Many Aren’t Aware of the Regulation

Reprinted from the Greeley Stampede, off the Guardians of the Range website

Veterinary Feed Directive will impact whole livestock industry, but many aren’t aware of
the regulation. Last year, the Food and Drug Administration implemented the Veterinary
Feed Directive, or VFD, which will require farmers to get prescriptions on most antibiotics
they would normally get over the counter for their livestock feed. To learn more about the
Veterinary Feed Directive, go to the Food and Drug Administration’s website at:
www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/ucm071807.htm
Regulated under the VFD
The Food and Drug Administration implemented the Veterinary Feed Directive, or VFD,
which will require farmers to get prescriptions on most antibiotics that they would normally
get over the counter for their livestock feed. The program will begin Jan. 1. 2017. When the
Veterinary Feed Directive goes into effect in 2017, it will impact nearly everyone in the
livestock industry. But at the Colorado Farm Show, when Christine Gabel, territory business
manager with animal health company Zoetis, asked a room of farmers and ranchers if they’d
heard of it, she was met with silence. Most looked to their neighbors, foreheads crinkled
under the brims of cowboy and baseball hats. “It’s going to impact all of us,” Gabel said,

surprised and concerned so few people knew about the regulation.

Last year, the Food and Drug Administration implemented the Veterinary Feed Directive, or VFD, which will require
farmers to get prescriptions on most antibiotics they would normally get over the counter for their livestock feed. Farmers
worry this could have dramatic effects on their operations.

Come Jan. 1, 2017, every livestock producer who uses an antibiotic considered important to human health, such as
penicillin or sulfa, will have to comply. The regulation covers antimicrobial drugs administered via feed or water, but not via
injection. It also will hit every retailer that sells these products and every veterinarian.

The directive was created to limit the use of antibiotics only for disease treatment, control and prevention, rather than for
growth or maintenance purposes, Gabel said.

According to the Centers for Disease Control, every year in the U.S., at least 2 million people are infected by bacteria
resistant to antibiotic treatment, and more than 20,000 people die from these infections. The directive was put in place to
mandate judicious antibiotic use in livestock to reduce the risk of antibiotic resistant bacteria.

That’s something nearly everyone should be able to get behind, said Brett Kaysen, diary productivity specialist at Zoetis.
“At the end of the day, really what we want is the most healthy animals on the farm level to support the most healthy protein
going into the food chain,” Kaysen said.

Gabel gave a presentation on the first day of the show, and again with Kaysen on
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replacer is one of the feed-grade antibiotic products that falls under the Veterinary Feed Directive. For the farmer to put the
calf on this milk replacer, he must get a prescription from his veterinarian, fill it at a distributor who has registered that
specific prescription with the FDA and ensured every qualification of the directive is met, then keep the records of that
transaction for two years.

What happens when the dairy cow goes into labor unexpectedly during a blizzard and the prescription isn’t ready for the
calf’s arrival? Filling a prescription isn’t a same-day process, said Stuart Gebauer, sales manager in the feed division for
Agfinity. Farmers and ranchers won’t be able to call distributors with last-minute requests like these under the new
regulation. It also means the relationship between producers and veterinarians must be stronger, Gabel said. Veterinarians will
be held liable for abuses of directive prescriptions, so if they don’t think a producer is using an antibiotic properly, or even if
they don’t have a good understanding of their operation, they might not issue the prescription to begin with. “(They) need to
be comfortable with you as an operator and your operation,” Kaysen said.

Gabel said now is the time to start fostering those relationships. Since the VFD regulation will be in effect by the start of
2017, there’s time for both producers and vets to ask each other their questions.

In one of the presentations, Laura Negley of Eads asked what this meant for rural areas with shortages of veterinarians.
Gabel didn’t have the answer, but she said it’s an issue that needs to be addressed in the coming year so livestock producers in
small counties aren’t left behind. Several producers also raised concerns about whether the costs of the oversight and potential
audits will trickle down to the rancher. The answers on this aren’t clear either, and likely won’t be until the regulation kicks
in. Nevertheless, Gabel said it’s important to raise awareness now, so there are fewer surprises in 2017. “It’s coming,” she
said, “whether we’re ready or not.”

Wyoming — NRCS
Report #29 Monday Morning Snow Report May 23", 2016

Good morning, everyone. This is the 2gth Monday Snow Report for the 2015-2016 snow season. Last year on this date the
state median was 86% with a low of 0% and a high of 270%. This year the state median is 139% with a low of 0% and a high
of 580% of median. For those of you with INTERNET capability, a report and map showing SWE percentages for the state
can be found at www.wrds.uwyo.edu/wrds/nrcs/nrcs.html. For the median, go to the NRCS website at:
www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/normals/median_average.html. Why is the median preferable for SWE? In general, snow water
equivalent (SWE) for a given day over a historical period shows skewness. This is particularly evident at the onset of snow
accumulation and near the time of melt out, when many years have very small or zero values and only a few have significant
nonzero values. Skewness may also be noticeable throughout the year due to the presence of a few large snow years. In
these cases, the median is typically different (usually smaller) than the average but better represents the central tendency of
SWE than does the average.
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Time

June 13" ~ 1:00p.m. — MCD Regular Board Meeting, 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. The public is welcome.
July 11™ ~ 1:00p.m. — MCD Budget Hearing, 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. The public is welcome.
July 11" — 1:15p.m. - MCD Regular Board Meeting, 1906 State Street, Meeteetse. The public is welcome.

Happy Trails to You! Bernie, Ginny, Gary & Steffen
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